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'DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.FJR. 1.132 

L Robert J. DeVoe, hereby declare: 

1 . I received a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry in 1 977 from the University of 
Michigan, 

2. In 1981 , 1 received my Doctor of Philosophy degree in Chemistry from 
Northwestern Universi ty. 

3. Currently. ! am a Senior Staff Scientist at 3M in the Corporate Research Materials 
Laboratory. 

4. 1 have published multiple peer reviewed papers involving chemical synthesis during 
my years of scientific research. 1 consider myself a person of skill in the chemical 
arts. 

5. 1 have reviewed the Office Action of July 10, 200S in this matter, as well as the 
claims and relevant pages from the application. 1 understand that certain terms in the 
claims have been alleged to be indefinite to one of skill in the art. 1 understand that 
indeiiniteness in this context means that one of skill in the art could not interpret the 
claim terms in light of the teachings in the application and knowledge in the art. 

6. ! understand that the invention has been rejected for allegedly being indefinite based 
on the assertion that a person of skill in the art cannot locate the pi. bridge in the 
structures recited in claims 16. 1 7 and IS when m, n and o are zero. 
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7. Where m, n and o are simultaneously zero, the structures of the three claims are 
identical (see Figure below), and consist only of the donor groups and pi-bridges. 
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The pi-biidgcs consist of the unsaturated conjugated bunds in the "X" and "Z" rings 
linking the donor groups Da and Oh. 1 herefoTC, 1 can discern the meaning of this 
claim term. 

S. J further understand that the above- refeienced ins eution has been rejected for 

alleged!) bemg indefinite based on she assertion that one of skill in she art would not 
know '"what an aminn acid is reacted to form said functional group" regarding 
croups Ru-m. Rdi-u. Kb i m and R«tv in claims ib-18 

l ) \ lia^e reviewed the material at pages 1S-W oi the application discussing 
dernanzatiors of the chrornophores described in the application. 1 have also 
reviewed the relevant examples depicting synthesis of ehromophores with available 
iunetional gioups for derealization, and the subsequent reaction of such 
ehromophores with an amino acid (hsinc. Example 34} and with biotin through a 
polyaroide linkage formed from aminohexanoie acid t Example 4b). I he applic ition 
describes the use ol functional groups including hsdruxyl, evano and amine groups 
to react with amine or hydroxy 1 groups or with earboxs tie acids or aldehj Jcs among 
others. 

SO. Following the teachings in the application, I am able to discern the meaning of what 
an ammo acid is and how to attach an amino acid to the claimed ehromophores to 
therein incorporate additional functional groups to the chromophores. 1 his is 
described in the application partirularl} at page 19 and in the examples. 

1 1. 1 understand that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under IS I'.S.C. 1001, and that such willtui false statements 
and tile tike mas jeopardize the vaiidits oi the application or document or an> 
resulting patent I declare that all statemtius in this declaration that are based on my 
own knowledge are true, and all statements made on inlormation and belief are 
believed to be true. 
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